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“TOUGH WINTER. LOOMS FOR CC INA 


“LOW PRICES - SHORT CROPS PREVAILED 


GOTTON PICKING S"ASO by thie time well South, 
@ By the thousands pickers are in the fields from from the Sulf 
eoast to Oklahoma, charged with st-rting “ing Cotton, the “Se glory and its even- 
tual undoing, on its long journey to the markets and factories of the world, | | ) . 
AT TER of the season the eration this scaeon, machines which re- 
prices paid for picking were down to for- : portedly have reduced the cost of s.icking 
ty to fifty cents per hundred, which sim- | to twelve to fifteen cents ner hundred, 
ply meant that only the best pickers made | But while hand labor is still the order 
as much as a doller per day at the most | of the dey, we shall continue to fight 
back-breaking labor in the world and tne for a fair price fof picking. | 
longest hours known labor, Later, how- 


i 


ever, prices rose and now hover around | WOON’, TI FRY, vinter 
ae seventy-five cents per hundred, or from |} that many face states a condition that : ce 
31.25 to $1.50 ner day to the average | cannot well wait on the solution of fun-_. 
picker, An excention to the preveiling damentals, One dollar ver hundred nounds 
price is that being vaid in some srees is more to the immediate point. 


where the Union is strongly entrenehed, 


Here a dollar ver hundred is being ene | STF U OFFICIAL FRAMED 


YHEN YE CONSIDER “HYNDS JAILED ON 


that in the South lit- OUR CRE? D ‘DRUNKEN DRIVING 
@rally thouscnds of * CHARGE | 

depend to a great ex= * Destruction of bitterness, | pest City, Arke, prom- 

tent for their yearly’ judice, hatred, selfishness... ‘fnent STFU official, 

income on the cotton +=" justice for all mene...” “ was arrested near his 

Pieking season, it is * Abolition of diserimination a- * home Oct. 26 by two ark 

easy to see how such * painst races and creedSess “ansas highway patrolmen 
miserably low prices that recognizes men's “and a duputy sheriff of 
expose them to all * pight to freedomesss St. Francis County., char q 
the dangers of stcr- * Support to the oppressed of * ged with “drunken drive | 
vation,disecse, cand *mankindesss “ ing", and jailed. Mr. 
improper Clothing, | * Consideration for future gen- “ Hynds was held twenty- | 
And this cn cdded *opationsess . four hours without his 


factor has-been that + . family knowing his where | 


in most loaalitics | ‘in spite of the 
been excephionally mt lived only a short dis- 

short, meaning that the season ‘tn which ‘tauee from the jail. 

pickers cay work will Re much shorter 

than usuals 


= Mr. Hynds was eventually released on | 
/ bond and a date set for his trial. Up to’. 
HOY CUR : PEOPLE ARE TC LIV® once the | this moment his trial has been put off 
meager sums carned picking cotton are {| twice. 
gone, make no pretty reading, Some will | | oe 
get on relief-- but relicf has never meant! | In view of the fact that the host of 
more than a thin breadline pitched along | friends who have known him intimately for — 
the very Shgros of starvation, and giving | years are well aware that Mr. Hynds never 
-no‘comfort, any will not get on relief, j in his life has drunk to excess, we are 
Negroes esnecially will suffer in this re-] forced to conelude that the charze brought 
spect, since they ere discriminated again-| azainst him is absurd and 


st everywhcre, and in some sections are | foundation in fact, ; 
totally denicd any form of government ase | 
sistance, Ucyond this, there is little | Hynds feels that this adelib- 


hope of an’thing cxerpt that somehow the | erate frameeup on the part of planters in 
family will be able to tough it out till | that section, some of whom he has recent- 
spring and ao new crop season, | ly brought to account for cheating their 

: | tenants out of the tenantst share of the 
THZ STFU FCUGHT continually for government check. 


fair prico, Dnsed on the actual selling 
price of harvested cotton, for picking, AVOID THIS MANS 
and in localities where it has had the R Local 87, She Lby, Miss., agks us to 


organization to beck its demand, the Union| announce that it has expelled from mem- 
has been successful in raising the price bership Sam Williams, who was found suil- 
in spite of concerted and often violent | ty of giving away Union secrets. Unio 
opposition, Wo know only too well that our Members are hereby warned to have nothing 
basic problems cannot be solved by unping | to do with this man, 
wages in the cotton field, Ye know after 

a _ «watching the Rust Brothers put eight cot- As hardy roots make a vigorous tree 


., ton picking machines into successful ops so do firm members a strong Unions 
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- noneunion tenants out of their rightful 


Local 20, Cruger, Miss., reports to 
us thru Sec. Newt Smith that quito a lot. 
of its mombers have beon flcoded out by 
water coming down from tho hills as tho 
result of recent rain. Crops havo been 
damaged and the financial situation thero 
is none too good. But at its last moct- 
ing field mon, to work toward strengthon- 
ing tho local, were appointod. | 


Brothor Lowis Hoxworth, 68, 


Portageoville, Mo., writes that in spite 
of knockers on every side his local is 
holding firm. Every timc, he says, some- 
thing happons-= os in the ease of tho 
shooting of Wade Tucker at Peach Orchard, 
when Tucker was falsoly reported in tho | 
newspapers as a STFU organizore-= tho STFU 
gets the blame. Why people who join with 
their neighbors in an organization direct- 
ed solely toward obtaining justice by por-+ 


foetly legitimatc methods should automti- 


cally bo Siddled with the community's mis- 
_demeanors, shows us again the methods use 
- by those who think thoy have somothing to 
goin by smashing the Unione 

Local 14, Shaw, Miss., bésarké that 
local landlords are forcing their tenants 
to buy cotton sacks to pick the landlords! 
cotton out of the tenants' share of the 
government check. Brother Dink Johnson 
of this local was recently arrested and 
held in jail for three days in an effort 
on the part of landowners to gct out of 
him information on tho mombership of that 
local in the STFU. Members havo been los- 


ing hogs in droves, tho animals dying fron 


discasc. 

The landlords of St. Francis County, 
writes Sec. Me Je Jones, Forrest City, 
Ark., are telling their tenants that thero 
will be no STFU next yoar, and that all 
of the landlords aro going to ask’ tenants, 
befere trading with them, whcthor they aro 
members of the STFU. If a tenant replies 
that he is, then the landlord will say 
that he cannot use the tenant. In the 
first place, no one knows less about the 
future activities of the Union than do 
the landlords of St. Francis County or of 
any other county, and any prophecics on 
that point can be nothing more than so . 
much idle guesswork and wishful thinking, 
coming from the landlords; and in the scce- 
ond place, tho we can see how the land- 
lords stand a better chance of choating 


share of the check, we do not believo 
that such 1 move, if made, and constitue 
ting outrageous discrimination against 
Union members, could bo successful. It 
however, constitute a challenge to 
us ryone, as dotcrmined and loyal mem= 
bers of the Union, to get out and organ- 
ize so many people into tho Union that 
the only people left outside the Union 
will bo landlords and dead mon, noithor | 
of which group happons to be eligiblerfor 


PERSONALS 


Brother Honry- Furgoson, president. of 
Local 14, Shaw, Miss., writos that ho is 
on the sick list. In tho samo local Bro- 


| breaking her leg. 


»i/tonts wife has been ill for a month. 


ECHOES FROM THE 


for high blood pressuro and kidnoy trou- 
ble. Also Brothor John Wright was takon 
suddenly ill at church and had to be car- 
ricd home. 


Br other John Groon, member of Local 


19, Dixic, Ark., was claimod by death Aug. 


29th. We extend deepest sympathtios to 
his bereaved ones. 

Fannio Casson, of Local §, Boyle, 
Miss., fell out of the deor Sopt. Sth, 
Quite a number of hor 
follow-mombers visited hor on the 26th. 


scce Rood rcports that she is now doing 
nicely. 


Unreportod in these meges previous ly 
was tho death on July 18th of Brother Fred 
Woods, Local 68, Portagoville, Mo. 
Brothor Bon Thomas, of Local 6, For- 
rest City, Ark., has beon ill for some 
time. We wish him an carly recovery. 


Local 15, Mashulaville, Misse, comes 


}up with quite a lot of nows this time. 
{The daughtor of Brother James Cline, Gladys, 


was injured in a door. Brothor Daniel Hill 
wife, Maggic, has beon ill. Brother Jake 
Walker has beon down with Ehoumatism for 
over-4 month. Sally Beck, wife of Brothor 
Willic Beck, is working in Indiana. Sis- 
ter Corrinne Brannigan has been ill. The 


wife of Brother Claudic Cistrunk has beon 


sick for two months. To tho family of 
Brothor L. E. Ivory was bern ©. son on Aug. 
26th. Brother Dave Matthews had a stroke 
some timo ago. th Brother Will May and 
Brother Jerry Hunt became grandfathers in . 
August 


Local 8, Mashulaville, reports a 


| daughtor born to the wife of Brother Dave 


Goodwin, Sept. lOth and a son to the fam- 
ily of Brothor Loonard Jones July 5th. 

In the same local Brother Jesso Thomas has 
been ill for some time. Brother W. C. Cot- 
There | 
has also beon sicknoss in Brother Willie 
Norman Cook's family. 

Brother Sam Peyton, Local 50, Mashul- 
aville, becamo the proud father se a daugh-= 
ter Auge 21st. Local 50 has received two 
new applications for mombership. 


VISITS MISSISSIPPI LOCALS 


As special representative of the Na- 
tional Office, Leslie O'Briant visited the 


}locals in Noxubeo County during the third 


week in September. He wishes to thank all 
the members for thoir courteous treatment 
while in their midst, and particularly Bro- | 
thor E. 0. Cistrunk for his valuable nid as 
a guide and Brother Willie Bock for has. | 
hospitality. 


The following week, accompanicod by 
Brother J. F. Hynds, momber NEC, Leslie 
visited the Locals in west Missteet pol... 
where the same courteous treatment was ree 
cecivod. To all who aided us in their seve 
eral ways-- Brothor 0. C. Morgan, Brother 
Dan Chase, Be J. Bennett, Rich Thomas ,, and 


we oxpress our thanks « 


ther Mose Armastred is taking treatmont 
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» 
NOTE TO SECRETARIES 

Complaints are continually received 
at this office of secretaries' slowness 
in spreading information sent out from 
the office. In some cases the membership 


never gets the information at all. 


As a case in point, during recent — 
weeks, when letters concerning affili- 
ation with the A. F. of L. were going to | 
secretaries of all the locals, represen-— 
tatives from the office, on going out to | 
get the decision of the locals, found — 
that members of several locals had not 
heard a word of the matter. In all fair- 
ness, however, it must be said that in 
some cases evidence was strong enough to 
warrant a belief that the mail had been 
tampered with and the correspondence dcs= 
troyed, so that the secretaries themselves 
received no information. In other cases, | 
tho, the finger of guilt pointed directly 
toward the secretaries, who simply did | 
not pass along the word. 


No communication ever goes out to. 
the locals thru the secretaries that is 
not of some importance to cach and every 
member. Also, to be of any value such 
communications should and must be passed 
along promptly. So be on your toes, scc- 
retaries, and give the office that prompt 


‘cooperation that is so necessary to our 
success in Union work. 


iS 


NS 
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CARELESSNESS 
It goes without saying that when a 
local mects in closed session every pro- 


caution should be taken that no outsiders 


eavesdrop and hear tho discussion; and yot 
it was noticed by representativos of the 
office, during the recent tour of locals, 
that some locals wore very careless in 
this 


Particularly in soctions where focl- 
ing runs highest against the Union, cxtra- 
ordinary care should be taken that no in- 
terruptions occur. But this writer obe 
served in more than one caso, whore an im- 


/portant closed meeting was being held, 
‘that the local did not have a doorkeepcr 


on duty, and, where the meoting was being 
held at night, no “night-man" to rogular- 
ly the promises. 


| Now this is a condition which, wher- 
cver it cxists, should not be allowed to 
continue. It is tho duty of each local 
to sce that whatcver is strictly Union 


|business be heard by Union mombeors only, 


and to mako sure that it is not taken un- 
awaros in localitics where there still 


remain men who would do violence to Union 


members. 


"Every third American is living be- 
low the ‘safety linet of proper diet," tho 
Ne De Ae Ce declared recently. | 


COMMANDMENT OF A JEALOUS WIFE 


Boys, if you desire to marry and make 


a start in life, 


You should be very careful and not sct a jealous wifc. | 

“She will make your lifc so miscrable it will be hard to onjoy; 

She can't bear you out of sight if youtre walking with another boy. 

She will peep around the corners and trail you for many a block-- 

My! if you speak to another girl, your cheeks sho'ts ready to sock. 

She will say thou shalt not speak to anothcr woman in this marricd life; 


To you this may scem hard to own, the 


commandment of a jcalous wifo. 


A jealous wife is Evoe- she always studios wrong; 
If her husband's two minutts late, her mouth is thrce rr long. 


She can know the date of your pay-day 


If you spend one cont over carfare you can scc her stretch her neck. 
She don't care if its in the church if too many women shake your hand, 


and the amount of your check; 


- She'll stick a pin so far in you you'll almost sce the promised land. : 


She says thou shalt not shake anothor 


woman's hand in this marricd life. 


O Boy, it scems hard-- this comandment a jealous wifo. 


She can B00 you spond your moncy, know where cvery penny goes. 
If you are ton minutes lato she almost tears down the door. 

She starts to cuss and swear=- oh, how she runs her mouth; 

She'll say, oh, yes, I know, you've been to Lucy's house. 


Thon she'll get you in the collar and 
She'll arguc, scratch, and pull until 


givc you many a Llick.e 
she makes her own self sick. 


Thou shalt come straight home from work-- sir, this in a married life 
Is a hard pill to swallow, but it is the commandment of a jealous wife. 


Lgromitted by Ge We Hollins, Scott, 


SPECIAL! 


Our National Secretary, Blaine Trcoade 
way, became a father twicceover on Sept. 
29, with the addition to his family of a 
six and onc-half pound son. Both~ iirs. 
Treadway and the child aro rcported doing 
nicely ot a local hospital. 


Warmest-coneratulations are in crdor } 
from Blninc's follow-workers and tho fame 
many frionds cverywhorc. 


Miss.) 


THEY 


have ‘been interested in the STFU 
from its inception. I have done what. lit- 
tle I could to help because I considered 
the job they were doing to be ono of the 
most important and one of the most ncoded 
in the Amorican labor movemont." 


NAACP 


The pros like pudding, te. 


the Kind of stuff you put into it. 
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“MOORE EAPELLED 


| Meeting in enectal session Sept. 8, 
1940, at Stanley School House, the Pem- 
iscot County Central Council heard char- 


DA. GRIFFIN - 


A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


Asked for material for this depart- | 
| ment, D. Ae Griffin, one of the most wide- 
ly known and colorful figures the STFU has — 


ges of improper political activity against] produced, submitted the following facts: 


Robert L. Moore, former deputy organizer 
and member of the Bragg City Local, No. 
84, found him guilty as charged, and ex~ 

pelled him from the Union. %, 


The charge, brought before the Coune | 


cil by Noah P. Graham, Brage City, Mo., 
was that Moore had accepted money from | 
candidates to influence the Union vote in 
a recent election. 


This Moore denied. In his defense, 
Moore contended that he had violated no 
Union principle, that his local had ale 
ready thrown out the charge as having no 
foundation in the Constitution. 


 Deliberating fifteen minutes, the 
delegates returned a verdict of guilty, 
the verdict being signed by We C. McAn- 
ally as Foreman. Moore immediately an- 
- nounced that he would take an —or 
=the Execut ive Council. 


Presiding as Chairman at 

Je Re Butler, opening the discussion, 
said: "When the Union was organized a num- 
ber of difficulties had to be faced. We 
knew that the South was a place of strong 
“race prejudice, we knew that political 
feeling runs high in the South, and we 
knew that unless the Union was non-parti- 
san and non-political it wouldn't have a. 
chance. The Union local is a place for 
workers, not political parties. The Union 
members can come together to talk about 
candidates, to sec what they offer, get 
their records and platforms, and then-all 
agree among themselves to support one of 
the candidates. When you go out from one 
of your meetings the public doesn't know 
where you stand. If a member exposes the 
action of the local, he violates a prin-.| 
ciple of the Unione. Such a thing is an 
unwritten lew. It doesn't have to be in 
the Constitution." 


NEW LOCALS 

Orgenizcd by Tanner, threo new 
locals in “issouri tock tho ficld in Aug- 
ust and Sevtembor. 


issued tc tho Banner 

nine chartcr membors, 
August 23rd. With its address Merston, 

Mo., the new local clected as vresident, 
Louis Betts; as sccrotury, Maud MeQueon; 
as vice presidont, Augustas Thcmpsen. 


A chertcr was 
Lecal, No. 3, with 


The Hollyweod Lecal, No. 21, Helly- 
wood, Mc., wis scene its chartor Sopt. 17. 
Counting eight members, this lceal select- 
ed the follewing officors: president, Ed- 
ward Long; vice presidont, Jim Nichols; 
secretary, Golda McGlewn. 


On Sept. 28th, a charter wes issuod 
to the Rives Local, No. 22, Rives, Mo., 
with seven mombers. President of this: 
leoal is He He “Martin; vico president, J. 
D. Harper; secrotary, “re. Era Harper. 


The Unicn heartily welcomes the new- 
comors, reminding tho members that perso- 
vorancc, loyalty, and devotion to the caus 


| eight yeats of age, 
lage of eight to fourteen years I got about 


| 


| 


| 


"I first saw cbs light of day on the 


17th day of November, 1890, in Magness 


Township, Lonoke County, Arkansas. 


"TJ entered school when I was about 
and possibly from the 


nine months schcoling. I farmed during 


| these years and until I was married, at 


the age of twenty-two. 


"The first three years after I was 
married I worked for the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad Company. I resigned from this 


| job in March, 1915, and returned to the 


farm. I continued farming until 1939, 
when the Triple A forced me ‘out. 


that time until now I been 
working for the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union. 


"I was once a member of the old Far- 
mers Cooptrative Union-=- about 1910 or 
1911. I was also a mombor of the Knights 
and Ladies of Security, which I joined 
while working for the Missouri Pacific. 7 


"I have nover been fired from a job 
nor paid a | fine in my tife.* 


Gifted with extraordinary mother-wit | 


| and an eloquent tonguc, "Griff" has the 


ability to take care of himself and the — 
interests of those whom he ropresonts in 
any 


His ability as a speaker has created» 
a demand for his services wherever there 
are pcople interested in the subject he 


‘knows so well: the plight of the shero- 
cropper. 


Every ycar, during National 
Sharecroppers' Week, he has toured the 
country as a principal speaker in the ef-— 
fort to raise money to carry on the work 
of the Southern Tonant Farmers Union. 


Not only can Griff pitch words with 
the best of them on the platform, but he 


_ |is algo hard to top in a situation calling 
p réen:lvbravery and direct action. 


Fearless, and given to speaking his mind 
regardless, he crcates rcospect in tho minds 
of cven those who oppose him in Union work. 


His prominence has brought him at va- 
rious times places on impertant’ committees, 


dutics which hoe never fails to discharge 


to tho ercdit of himself and the Union. 


He has been a member of the Executive 
Council of the STFU for four years and, in 
addition, is sat prasont state organizor for 
Arkansas « 


‘The Union and the STFU NEWS are proud 
to thus recognize the worth of a man who 


jis noted for getting the tough assignments 


and who always comes back for morc-= De Ae 
Griffin. 


of the Unicn aro the necessary qualitics 


of every truc momber, and asking the helo 


of coach one in building sbrongor 
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4 STFU WESKLY NZWS Box 52} 5 RECEIVEE 
Memphis, JAN27 
AN 30 1941 Jan. 20, 19 f 
U.S. p, UB. of Arent 


Several letters have been réceived continue 
WEZKLY NEWS so here §0€Se 


Since last weck we have received applications for charters for two 
new locals= one in Mississippi, organized by E. 0. Cistrunk Ten 
Me caberas’ and one in Oklahoma, organized by Odis L. Sweeden ({ .Seven 
Members). This brings the total of new locals to this date in Jan- 

uary to four and the total of new members for thg-me Bs 43 | 


Delegates credentials, to our Seventh Annua 
to be held in Little Rock, Arkansas the lat® of bh 
keep coming in every days There are a few l als. PER ave not sent. 
in their delegate's credentials, however, and.wWe urge’ them .to waste 
no time, These credentials should be sent in imme@titelye’ This is 
very important. as the Executive Council willmeet on Thursday night 
before the opening of the convention for the purpose of certifying 
the delegates whose credentials are already filed. These delegates 
wilt be seated immediately on the opening of the convention at 10 
o'clock on Friday morninge Those delegates whose credemtials have 
not been certified cannot possibly be seated as delegates before | ? | 
the afternoon session, no matter if they arrive early. 


Brother W. M. Tanner and Brother Je Ae McKinney, both of Kennett, | 
| Missouri visited the National Office Sunday and gave some interest- : 
@ ing reports on the progress of the Union in Missouri. Among other | ! 
| things they reported that cars and trucks will be aved lable to take 
all Missouri delegates to the conventions | | 


A letter from Brother Ernest Jones of Cotton Plant, arkansas in- 
forms us that he has been made the chairman of 2 committee on trans- 
portation. for the delegates from Woodruff Countye He asks us to an- 
nounce that King Floyd's truck will be at Morton at 6 AM. Jane 31, 
1941 to pick up all delegates in that area. Delegates must be on 
time as the truck expects to be in Cotton Plant by 6:30 where it 
will meet Jim Mayo's truck. The delegates from around Cotton Plant 
will ride the Mayo-.truck and they must be ready to leave Cotton | 
Plant by about 6:30 A.M. Both trucks will stop at Brinkley and pick 
up any delegates who are going from that place, These delegates : 
should be at Brinkley by 7 A.M. Both trucks then proceed to Little | 
Rocks The cost for the round trip will be $1.50 per person and the | 
trucks will be comfortable no matter what the weather 168¢ 


“Arrangements for transportation for other delegates are still in 
the making. Definite word will be given just as soon as plans are 
completede We should like to hear from the Mississippi delegates 

28 their travel planse | 


We have received assurances from several government departments | 
that they will have representatives at this convention, The Direct- 
or of the James Mullenbach Industrial Institute of Chicago, Mre 
Frank W,. McCulloch, expects to be presente All in all we cxpect 


Fraternally, 


Je 


Presidente. 
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— announced the oe of its Seventh Annual Convention. 


for the convention is January 3lst and February 1st and 2nd, 1941. | 


‘Arkansas, said that he considered 1940 the greatest year in many 


the Union had rid itself of any and all subversive and unamerican 


elements that have tried to plague it in the past and to its 


the interest of these workers. Invitations will also be extended 


FOR RELEASE : | Memphis, Tenne 
UPON RECEIPT 3, 1941. 


THE SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS UNION, the tenant and sharecropper | or= 


anise tion of the Cotton Plantation South that has been more th 


the news since its beginning in 1934 than any other southern wanon 


President of the Union, J. R. Butler, said that the convention 
would be held in the labor Temple of the Arkansas Federation of 


Labor, 11214 West Markham St., Little Rock, Arkansas. The date 


The STFU held its second annual convention in the same hall in 1936. 
The Union's Vice President, F. R. Betton who lives at Cotton Plant, 
respects in the entire Hiatory of the union. Fanfare and lurid 


publicity,he said, had given way to solid trade union ashieve- 


mente As one instance of improvement he pointed to the fact that 


close cooperation with the fonsumer Division of the council of 


National Defense. 


President Butler said that invitations would be given to the 
heads of all departments, bureaus and agencies of the government 


that are in any manner concerned with the problems of Tenants, 


Sharecroppers and Migratory workers, to be present or send rep- 


resentatives to explain to the delegates and visitors at the con- 


vention exactly how the various agencies can and do function in 
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STFU CALLS CONVENTION -—— Page 2 


to labor leaders in agriculture and industry and to all civic or- : 
ganizations whose aims are in accord with those of the Southern 
Tenant Farmers Unione He said that all visitors whether specially 

invited or not , who are in sympathy wAte our efforts to bot ter 


our condition, will be welcomed at this convention. 


(Officials of tho Union and Organizers, D. A. Griffin and J. F. 
Hynds of Arkansas, W. Me Tanner of Missouri and J. M. Bennett of 
Mississippi were all positive that this eonvention would easily 
Surpass all previous ones in the scope of activities and questions 
that will call for considoration, Part of this braadened interest, 
they said, is duc to the World Situation, part to our own National 
‘Defense Program and part to tho changing status of farming from 
that of a way of life to an industrys This change is due largely 
to an ever increasing use of inproved farm machinery which has 
thrown hundreds of thousands of tenants and sharecroppers off the 
lond. The displaced workers are forced to go from place to place 
to find work. : 


Butler says that the Joads, the Qakics, and the Arkics so vividly 
described by John Sto inbeck are the aristocrats of the displaced 
workerse They ‘The greater number did not, therefore 
they did not migrate to California but are herded into the near= — 
by towns and cities . Displaced farm workers will be one of the — 


questions before the conventions 
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week 14 more have been added making a total of 42 new members to 
this date for the month of January. 12 of these came from Eduond- 


STFU WEDKLY NEWS LETTER P.O, 


son Local. If we do not hurry we are not going to get as ees new | 
embers: in January as we did in December 1940. : 


have the following news for the colored dologntos 


ona visitorss 


ayotto Lunchconette --~ Mr... and Mrs. Johnson, Fropse’ 


9th and State Streets -- right on bus line. Can accommodate 8 
porsons-- two to a room. Rates 50¢ psr porson por day or $3.00 | 
per roon for tarco days. Moals served from 15¢ up any hour of day 
or. night. | 


Graysonia Hotel --- urs. Gray, Prope, 809 Gainos Streoct-- 
near bus line. Can accommodate 10 or 12. Rates - two to a roon - 
91.50 por day -- one person 51.00. However, if they occupy room 
two or three days there will be a reductione. No meals served but 


| resturants NCAP 


Mrs, M. J. Banks, 814 heater Stroo t, % block from bus Has 
two rooms-- can accommodate 4 pe rsons - two to a roome Room down-_ 
stairs-- 31.50 por day or 75¢ p-r porson. Room upstairs-- $1.00 

or day or 50¢ person. NO neals served but resturcnts noare 


The above places aro all within 6 or 10 blocks fron Conventi on Halle 


Mrs. Lena L.. Prop., Mre. Martin, Manoger-- one block fron 


bus line. 31.00 per night -- two beds in 4 room - Dor.ii tory style. 
No mcalse 


Brothe Yr De Ac Griffin of Fair O.ks, Arkansas is spending a few dave: 


at the National office assisting in preparations, for the Conventions 


Fair Oaks had two union mestings Sunday, January 26th. The Morton - 


Local mezts ct Pair Oaks at 10 AM. and the Fair Oaks Local mects 


at 2 PeMe-. Both locals were making last minute for 


penses. for their de Logatese 


We are sorry that we cannot any new this we 
News letter but you will just havo to blame =? on yourselves. for 


hot pushing the organizers out a little more 


There will be no news letter next week as we shall all be pusy in 


the Convention over the week-ond. We shall try to rosume the let- — 
tore the week following. 


f 


Word nes been recsived that Brother D. Fe. Ivy who was clected as 


one of tho delegates from the Woodruff County Council of Arkans2s 
has pneumonia. We hope he will be able to attend the Convention, » 
This county is now in the lead of all counties in nunbor of crc- 
dentials. .If three nore locals that in ercdcon 


tials it will be 100%, 
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Page 2-- Weekly Nows Lotter. 


We want to urge every delegate ‘to make special effort to be at the 
Gonvention. If your secretary ho» not sent your credentials in do 


your best to get it done so we may receive it not later than next 
Thursday 


Here is anotiter proposed constitutional anondnent for the 


ation of the locals: 


(Amendment) We as monmbers of Morton Local No. us hereby offer 


the following ancndnent to section 2, article 7: That members at- 
tending the Annual Convention as delegates, altcrnates and the £x- 


ecutive Council mcmbers be required to. Show their pooks 


Rorore they Ere ‘as voters or be onper of ony 
Cokimittee acting in tae Convention, ee 


We have had no word fron tho Mississippi dclegates as to how they in- 


tend to travel to the convention, therefore, we cxrnnot hire the Dus 
as WO had planned. That means tast tno dslegstics frou ilssissippi 


ond from St. Francis County, LYrkans:s will have to arrange as vest 
thye cane We ars very sorry but you will all ro ee taat we cannot 


do vainge to the best advantage unless every one will cooperate. 


The woney that hes pesn sont to this office for aelegates f res will 


be given. to the dclogetes at Littte Rocke 


We hope that. no delogaie will this little diss spointient stop 
you fr oii be: ng at the Conventione 


re Ri Butler, Presiccnat 


Pe: . While lottor W28 writion wo rocoived anotner 


application fron Oklahoma. This be repre sented in the 
convention. 
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Defense Council. 


VUTLINE PROGRAM 
SEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
Jane 51, Feb. Land 2, 1941 


Labor Temple, 11214 West Markham St., 
Little Rock, Arkansas. 


Thursday Night, January ere 1941-- Preconvention meeting of the 
Executive Council in the Lincoln Hotel, room tO be 
Time- 7:00 P. Ne 

Registration of: aclgates and visitors se 00 to ‘10: OO A. Me 
Priday Morning, January 31, 1941. 

10: to 11:00 A.M.-- of welcome. 11:00 A.M. to 
12:00 Noon-- ee 12: OO to 1:00 P.Me-- Report of Rules Com- 


mittee. Blection of Commi ttees: | 
: 1. Resolutions dation 


| Nominating 
P.M. to 2:30 Pe Me-- Lunch. 
2250 to 3:30-- Ke note Adare J. R. Butler 
3:30 to ds $30-- Introduction of deleg- tes. | 
4:30 to_5:; Conn Reports. 
5:30 to 7:00-- Suvper 
_ 7:00 to 8:00-- Open | 
8:00 to 9:00-- President's Report. 
9:00 to 10;00-- Vice-President's Report. 
10:00 to 10:30-- Partial Reports of Organizers, 
Saturday, February, 1.-- Morning session opens 9:00. 
Address by Jaies P. Davis, General Field Officer, AAA. 
Report of Secretary (Financial) 
Committee Reports-- Further Reports of Organizers. 
1300 P.M. to 2:50 Adjournment for lunch. 
2:30-- Afternoon Session. 
Address by Charles M. Measel, Labor Relations Representative FSA. 
Adéress by Gladys Acting chief, Civic Groups Section, 


Adcress by Miss Frances Willians, gen Defense Council. gl 


Final Reports of all Committees excep 


ne Resolutions Committee 
and Nominations Committee. 


5:30-- Adjourn for Supper. ~7:30-- Evening session, Mass Meetinge 


Addresses by Dave Cimdenin, Exec. Sec., Worke.s Defense League, — 


‘Frank We HeCulloch, Director of the Janes Mullenbach Industrial Inst. 


and Representatives of other Civic GYroupse 


Sunday Morning Session opens 9:00 A.M.-- Final reports of Resolu-_ 


. tions Committee. Report of Nominations Committee. Election of Officers 


ana National Executive Councile Adjourn 12:00 Noone 


any necessary changes will be announced at the fonvention fron 
time to time» 
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STFU NEWS LETTER. QO. Box 
q the Office femphia, Tenn. 
Southern. Tenant Farmers Union 10, 19410 


and that it was important. 
Wont t you try to attend our next Convention? 


There were visitors at the Gonvention-- Lots of then. | 
looked as if there were almost as many visitors' badges on 


After missing @& week on account of the Convention we are pao a hot 
to tell you the news of the Union. + of Agrouttre 


First let. us tell you something of the Gonvention, Wwe a really sor- 
ry that any of you had to miss it. Zveryone who was there said it was 
@ fine convention. ie believe you 7ould have said so,-too; if you had 
been there and could have seen the interest of everyone. 


We had a fine bunch of delegates there-- men and women who want to see 
the Union grow and develop into a strong trade union. They were from > 
Missouri, Arkansas, Tennessee, Mississippi, Oklanoma, and Texas. They 
did more than just attend to Union business; they got acquainted with 
one another and in doing so they learned to feel that the Union was 
big~er than they had felt before, that it was stronger th; Hey jtreeh 


tion floor as there were Gelegates' badges. ivery visi tor was welcome. — 
Wwe wish there had been many more. 


there were two representatives of the aitonad Defense Gounail present; 
& representative of the AAA; one froin the FSA; a -;ersonal representa- 

tive of William.Green, president of the A. F. of ee a speaker from. 

the James Mullenbach Industrial Institute; and a representative from 


the mayor's office at Little Rock. These people all expressed a will- 


ingness to co-operate with US 


There were college students there-- five young people from Chicaas Un- 


iversity, who brought greetings from the unl uy and from 
Caps Union. 


This letter ohh be all. used up te Ling about the Convention but 35 
soon as the proceedings are completed you can get @ copy and’ read 11 
about it. We urge that you do. 


Memberships : are still coming, in, but not as fast up to ae date in. 
February «s in January. This is accounted for by the need to make 


preparation for the Convention. But the Convention is over now s0 we 


hope to have a big pick-up in the number of new arene reported in 
during the remainder of this month | 


letter. Two locals that we feared were dead have suddenly shown new 
life by re-instating a goodly number of members who were behind in 
their dues. Soine other locals mi ght well follow their example. 


We expect to he some new locals in next week's 


Don't gorgst, the Union is only as good as we make oe It can be no 
better than its memberse If you want a good union that can do you the 
good you have the right to expect, then you must be a g00d member and 
to make a functioning trade union, 
| So long until next week, 
Fraternally, 
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SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS UNION 


FOR RELEASE Memphis, Tenn. 
UPON RECEIPT Feb. 10, 1941 


At a meeting of the National Executive Council of the Southern 
Tenant Farmers Union at the Union's headquarters yesterday, He Le 


Mitchell, who had been elected Secretary at the 7th Annual Conven- 


tion of the Union held at Little Rock recently, agreed to the fol- 


lowing repudiation of certain statements carried by the press at 


that times: 


STATEMENT OF He _L. MITC HSLL MADE TO The COUNCIL 
OF ‘THE SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS UNION, “FEE. 
"Goncerning the statements apvearing in the Press. 
and taken from my prepered program for tne Union which 
was read dauring the Convention of the Southern Tenant. 
Farmers Union, February 1, 1941, I wish to state that 
I was misunderstood in the stand I took in which I was 
quoted as saying that 'there is no basis for trade- 
unionism in Southern agriculture'. I wish to state 
that I shall work in the coming year harmoniously and 
co-operatively to build the S.T.FeUe aS &@ union con- 
posed of sharecroppers, tenants and day laborers, 
striving to work toward legitimate trade-union ends 
to improve the living standards of its members." 


Agreed to and accepted at the National Bxecutive Coun- 
cil meeting neld Sunday, February 9, 1941. 


The Council also completed arrangements for National Sharecrop- 
pers Week, which will be conducted the first week in March to ace : 
quaint people throughout the nation with the work of the Southern _ 
Tenant Farmers Union, according to Je Re Butler, president of the 


union. ~The following speaker's were listed as available: De Ae Grif- 


240, Fe Bynes F. Re Betton, Co ¢. Watson, of Arkansas; samuel 


Jordan of Migs.; B. S. Beck, Ne P. Graham, Roy Parks and We NM. Tanner, 


of Moe;: W. Re Purcells and Otis Le Sweeden of Okla.; SoBe Clayton of 


Texas; He Le Mitchell, Beatrice Johnson and J. R. Butler, of Tenn. 
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News Letter Memphis, Tenn WMAR1 2 194] 
Ps Oc BOX 215, 
ape Fede 24, Departins,: 


Was ‘The following locals have reported new mempers in February: —“ 


Nebo Local ¢ 41, Rochdale Local # 48, Shelby Local S7, Percy 


Local ¥ 19, Gobler Local # 12 and swift. Going Local # 14.. There have 
been two members at large received from places where we have no lo-« 


We hope that other locals will be encouraged to follow the ex- 

ample of those who have already sent in new members in this month. 

It is only constantly building that we can make tne union strongere | 
Brother Je Ee. Clayton has sent in two applications for new char- 

ters for locals in Texas. One of them is in Nacogdoches County and - 


one in Shelby County. The one in Nacogdoches County has 42 new mem- 


bers to start off with and the one in Shelby County has 35. Not a bad 


start in either case. We wish these new locals a great deal of suve 
cess for the year. The charters will be issued soone 
Leslie and Cleo O'Briant returned to their home in Mississippi 


Sunday. Cleo had been sick ever since the Convi.vention. Leslie is 


working again for the Aad surveying the farmers crops in Atlanta 
County so they can draw their government checkse 


News comes from Local 26 in Mississippi that there has been a a 


good deal of sickness in that neighborhood and that the wife of Bro- 


for our speakers. 


| of the Union. 


away from tne office but I will write you another letter when I retur 


McGowan had been sicke We hope she is well by now. 


Union will be represented by D. A. Griffin end Odis Le Sweeden. Turn 
your dial to 980 for KARK. You will enjoy it. 


ther Clinton HcDonald died and her new born baby both diéd. We extend 
our syivathy to the husband and other relatives. She left a father, 
mother, five brothers and four sisters and a host of friends. 

And, now, let's turn from sad news to cheering news: 

According to the latest news we have New York City, Boston, 


“Washington, De C. Chicago, Minneavolis, Los Angeles, San Francisco 
and a large number of other cities are prepa Ping | to opserve National 


Sharecroppers' Week in a big waye Speakers from tne Southern Tenant 
Farmers Union will ao to all those cities and many more during the 
first week in March and will tell the people about the work of our 
Unione © | 

Mayor La Guarida is honorary chairman of the New York City com- 
mittee. There are many other Notables who are taking part as sponsors 
of National Sherecropvers Week and are helping to arrange meetings 


The Fact that all america in interested in our work should make 
us more interested in our own welfare. Zach and every one of us shou- 
lad strive to make the first week of March a Banner week for growth 


All of you ttho have radbos or can get to re} radio should tune in 
on Station KARK, Little Rock, Arkansas next Sunday afternoon, March 
end, 4300 to 4: 230 Fe Me and hear two representatives of our Union in 
a round table discussion with a planter and a government man. The 


There probably will be no News Letter next week as I shall ne 

FLASH= A letter just received from the secretary of Fisning 
Lake Local # 19 brings the news that three members who have been 
delinquent Rave paid up. ‘The lctter* also stated that piater Rosie 


ernally, 
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M THES OFFICE OF THE 
SOUTHERN TENANT FARIGRS UNTON. APR? “1941 


BOX. 
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ALL “ECONO REO, 
to. the lateness of the news letteb for tne Week or March. 
aS to the 8th we thought it best to omit a letter during, $i ren 
9th to.15th and senda you this letter covering whe news: for the time 
fron the Gate of the last letter, March 
The speakers who vent on National Sharecropyers*: Week program” 
returned and all report thet a great interest in our work 
by people throughout the Uni tec States. week great 


Several broadcasts vere ‘There was. one. from KARK ab Litiio 
Rock, Arkansage- ‘Thac was a round table discussion. The Union was rep-. 
resented by_ De A. Griffin and Odis L. Sweaden, Griffin also ‘spoke over 2 
one of the leading’ ~hicago stations-during the weok. 
‘Vice-President, F. Ry Betton participated radio: interview 

over one of the stations in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

R, Butler svoke ovcr station WENX in Washington, De 
‘There were three broadensts. in ‘New ork by Friends “of. the 


“Union, 
ad. ition to. the. radio: brotdoaste our net. 
thousands of people in Ghurehes, colleges and at dinners arranged 
for: thom. These speakers made thousands of friends for the union. . 
The home front or work in the field has not suffered during this 
easy Three new charters have been issued since our last news letter ee 
went out- Two in Texas and one in Oklahoma. 126 new mombera have ‘eon | | 
Received and some members who were behind have re-inctatede 
We arc very sorry to note that sevoral mombers have ‘boen. reported 
on ‘tho sick list since our last writing. ie hope. they are all ‘ell 
by nowe The list follows, Urie Cutts, of Mississippi, We GC. 
Carroll of Arkansas has.a sick Bob Taylor of Mi soiesipri, Ce 
of, and Walter C ark of Arkansas has five ‘Bick: chi Lid» 
Brother Be Deweese, secretary. of locel 79 wrote a ‘good 
wae he asked us to send out but since we only have time for. one. — vac 
Me shall give you quatations from Brother Dewecsay | 


can say that. thin local is ‘beginning to a Ste 
‘even money is ‘Meny of the, have deen’ Cus: off WPA | 
“and hey are broke. 
"Te poor people who. ought. to &o something for themselves are 
They are looking for something to happend overnight, but 
now it won't heppene We ought to try some way to show the people that Sees 
“the real need is to organize. We ought to organize so that we can 
 ‘gtand together and elect men who will represent us and protect us 
ss gur rights. We need to organize as one man and work for the good of ha 2 
People who have been for SO long thet they think there ia no 
"the: admin atratio ont “may. have done ome that have helped ng 
‘the depression but there still remains a lot that needs to be donés 
a) There.is plenty in this world for every body to have everything $j. 
Ae Ae they ‘need or want but as long as we have to work and let the other man j|| 
 -peeeive the profits we will never get anywheree The Worker must own the | 
‘thing he works with. To the dispossed farm worker this means the lands  $$$| 
he will own what he produces, money will go into circulation 
business will be goods This can ail be done through organization." 
a “Here is.e suggestion for each local and the secretary should act a i 
on immediately:-Tne rules and regulations for the 1941 government 
@pop program are now ready for distribution. You should order ag many 
_-—-- (9f these bulletins as it will take to supply all your members who are 
- tenant farmers or sharecropverse First, find out how many copies your. 
needs, then write to the Government Printing Office, iecnington, 
De Ge and ask for the number of. bulletina you need to supply every. re 
member's ack for Bulletin AC P1941, 
When you get. the bulletins stribute them out to! your members” 
who. are tenants end sharecropvers, them to st then 
We further si appt that. these people then get together an one or nore 
meetings to study and discuss these. Yulec, If there are any points you 
por. ‘understand, write to thie, office’ and we ohall be ela to 


Here is another puggestione We: ‘understand that the 1940 free. 7 

a ‘mattress program has.closed, o” will close soon, but that each person | 
who tas entitled to a mattress under this program is now entitled to 

four pound cotton comforter to be made under: ao 
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PACE TWO: 


4 Bach and every family whose income is less than 4500500 is en» 
titled to one of these comforters if there are two in wis 
family. If there are three persons in the family that family is entitl- | 
—_ ed to two. comforters but if there are five or more in family that famis 
Ty that family is entitled to three comforters, 
: | Each family who is entitled to one or more comforters should - 
_ write immedi..tel to the County Home Demonstration Agent at your county 
seat town: and ask for an application blank for comforters. When you get 
{ | the Blank, fill it out, being careful to answer each and every ques- 
; tion honestly and truthfully and then return the blank to your County 
: Home Demonstration Agent. If you do not hear from it in a reasonable 
length of. time write your County Home Demonstration agent to find out 
the reason. If the reason is not satisfactory then write us about ite 
We understand that Caraway Local No. 32 at Gotton Plant, Arkancs- 
asc is planning 2 cooperative garden this year. More details of this 
will be given in another news letter, | 
This is a good plan for a great many locals to follow. We hope 
they will do soe. 
Hore News next week. Until then we remain Fraternally, 


_aguthe Tenant Farmers Union 
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